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Archaeology and Nature 

Family Activities  

 
Overview:  
Humans and nature have always been connected. By exploring 
archaeology and nature together we can reveal how humans have lived 
with, shaped, and been shaped by the environment around them. Through 
these activities, compiled for the Council for British Archaeology’s 2026 
Festival of Archaeology, visitors will learn how nature has inspired the 
design of historic churches and impacted the fabric of the buildings.  
 
Activity 1: Nature in Church Design (Low Cost/ Low Effort) 

Overview: Visitors look for evidence of how the surrounding natural world inspired the 
materials and artwork inside the building.  

Age range: 4+ (Be aware of tripping hazards as people move around the space looking 
at a sheet of paper).  

Materials:  

• Nature in Church Design Exploration Sheet 
• Pencils 
• Clipboards 

Activity 2: Wildlife Trust: spotter sheets and activities (Low Cost/Mixed Effort)  

Overview: Many of our churches are surrounded by undisturbed wildlife that can 
provide great educational experiences. The British Wildlife Trust has an expansive array 
of activities to get people engaged with their local wildlife which we are allowed to use 
and distribute in our buildings! A variety are included in this pack, but we encourage you 
to explore their website and find more: https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activities With 
great thanks to The British Wildlife Trust.  

Age range: 4+ (Be aware that young children can choke on small objects and so should 
be closely supervised). 

Materials:  

For spotter sheets, you only need the sheet, clipboard and a pencil. However, for 
specific activities such as ‘How to Make Your Own Bird Feeder’ or ‘Make a Seed Bomb’ 
refer to the activity sheet for what materials are required.  

 

https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activities
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Activity 3: Climate Detectives (Low Cost/ Low Effort)  

Overview: Visitors investigate the building and predict how it would be affected by 
extreme weather events. This is a great activity to promote discussions about the work 
of Churches Conservation Trust and encourage donations.  

Age range: 8+  

Materials:  

• Climate Detectives Sheet- PRINT DOUBLE SIDED 
• Pencils 
• Clipboards 
• Binoculars (optional) 
• Magnifying Glass (optional) 

 

Hazards to add to your risk assessment:  

Hazards 
Identified 

Risk 

(How people   
may be harmed) 

Precautions / 

Control measures 

Residual 
Risk 

Further 
precautions 
necessary 

Pens/ 
Pencils/ 
Colouring 
Pens and 
Pencils  

Poking to eyes, ears, 
nose, mouth etc.   

Children not to be left unattended and 
asked to be respectful and sensible with 
the resources.   

Broken pencils replaced immediately.  

L Do not leave 
children 
unattended 
signage.  

Small 
Objects 

Choking hazard.   Children not to be left unattended and 
asked to be respectful and sensible with 
the resources.  

M Do not leave 
children 
unattended 
signage.  

Food or 
plant 
materials 
that can be 
smelled or 
ingested.   

Allergic reactions 
from smell or 
accidental ingestion.  

Organiser to ask if visitors have any 
allergies.   

Young children to be accompanied so 
they do not have the chance to eat food 
or plant materials.   

 

M Do not leave 
children 
unattended 
signage.  
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Bee/ Wasp Sting from Bee or 
Wasp/ allergic 
reaction.   

Areas with higher levels of bees/wasps 
should be cordoned off. Visitors made 
aware of the possibility of bees or wasps, 
especially in wildlife conservation 
areas.   

M  

Sheep or 
other 
animals on 
site.   

Poo in mouth or 
eyes.   

Attack by animal.   

Children will be cautioned that they are 
in an area where animals are present, 
and they should wash their 
hands regularly.   

L Organiser will 
provide hand 
washing 
equipment. 

 

PLEASE CONSULT THE LEARNING EVENT ORGANISER’S MANUAL FOR FULL LIST OF 
POSSIBLE HAZARDS. DON’T FORGET TO ADD HAZARDS SPECIFIC TO YOUR 
BUILDING AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES.  

 

 

Mascots:   

The Churches Conservation Trust has six learning mascots each with their own colour 
and area of interest! These activities include ‘Explore The Natural World with Belfry the 
Bat’  

 



Share your
experience on
social media:

Nature in Church Design

Find out more about 
the Churches
Conservation Trust: visitchurches.org.uk

@ChurchesConservationTrust 

@thechurchesconservationtrust 

Artists often take inspiration from the natural world and our
churches are full of items made from or inspired by nature.

Can you find the following items around the church and draw
them in the boxes? 

An object made from wood: 

Designs inspired by plants:

Hint: Where do people sit in church? 

Hint: Look for patterns that include flowers,
leaves or berries. 

An object made from wool: 

Hint: Wool is really soft

Designs with animals found in England:

Hint: Sheep are quite
common in church imagery.

Designs with animals not found in
England:

Hint: Look for shields with
powerful animals

Designs inspired by the sky:

Hint: Look for patterns that
include stars, the sun or moon. 



Share your
experience on
social media:

Heavy Rainfall and Flooding

Hetwaves and High Temperatures

Storms and High Winds

Which parts of the church are
most at risk from flooding?

Which parts of the church
would be the last to flood?

What features on the outside of the
church help to direct the flow of

rainwater? 

Climate Detectives

Find out more about 
the Churches
Conservation Trust: visitchurches.org.uk

@ChurchesConservationTrust 

@thechurchesconservationtrust 

Churches Conservation Trust are committed to protecting our
buildings from damage by humans, animals and the weather. As the
climate changes, we are consistenty identifiying weaknesses in our

buildings and looking for ways to make them stronger.

Can you investigate the building and ask questions to fill out the sheet? 

Now turn over to design creative solutions to protect the church!

What happens to old stone in hot weather? 

Which parts of the church are
most at risk from fire?

Does this church have any
features that make use of

the sunshine (eg solar
panels or sundials)?

Which parts of the church are
most at risk from high winds?

Does this church have a way of telling
which direction the wind is blowing?

What affect could a lightning
strike have on the church?



Share your ideas
on social media:

Climate Detectives

@ChurchesConservationTrust 

@thechurchesconservationtrust 

Use this space to brainstorm ideas of how to save the church
from extreme weather! 

Will you put the church in a huge, glass dome? Or put it on
stilts? Will you add windmills and solar panels to create

energy? Will you carry the church away and move it
somewhere else? 

It’s totally up to you!

You can find out more about how we are protecting
our churches from climate change and donate to

support our churches at visitchurches.org.uk



 

  



  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 


