CCT Volunteer and Community Supporter Awards, sponsored by Marsh Charitable Trust

What are they?
There are several categories in the Awards. Five are sponsored by Marsh Charitable Trust and one is sponsored by CCT. The categories are:
· Regional Supporter of the Year - An award will be made in each of the three regions to a volunteer or community supporter whose contribution deserves special recognition within that region, in any capacity.
· Volunteer Team of the Year - An award to a volunteer team, friends group or community group who have carried out successful projects, events or activities together.
· Fundraising Achievement of the Year - An award made to a volunteer, community supporter or group who has made a difference to their church.
· Digital Initiative of the Year - An award to a volunteer or community project which has made a particularly valuable contribution, through the use of digital skills to reach a wider audience.
· Achieving Impact - An award to a volunteer or community supporter who has made a difference to a particular church (or churches), through a fresh approach or renewed energy (in the last 2 years).
· New in 2025 was the CCT award for Creativity, sponsored by CCT. The CCT would like to celebrate the myriad ways in which our community supporters and volunteers are able to utilise their creativity in looking after our churches. This could be a great partnership with a local group or business which has led to a fantastic event, perhaps people have spent hours to make information accessible to church visitors through exhibitions or reference books, or maybe there are innovative new uses the church is being put to. Please provide details on the initial idea, its implementation, as well as the outcome and any benefits such as wider community use, higher visitor numbers or greater income to help the judges see the difference creativity can make.
Judges from Marsh and CCT decide on the winners – after the announcement on the evening the winners will receive a cheque for £500 to spend as they see fit. We appreciate hearing what the award is spent on, so that we can feed back to Marsh and grow our connection with our sponsor. 
ALL nominees receive a letter from the CEO of CCT to announce they have been nominated. 
When are they?
We hold the awards online to reduce cost and time – awards held face to face would cost in the region of £20,000 and take a lot of travel time for all involved. For face to face meetings volunteers and supporters should be invited to regional / county meetings.
The awards have been held in June to coincide with national volunteers week and are held on Zoom, which is a low threshold platform that many of our supporters are now used to. You can sign up to attend here: https://forms.office.com/e/TeHtYhH9pz for the Thursday 4 June 2026 celebration at 6pm.
Who is eligible for an award?
All volunteers and community supporters that help at a CCT church are eligible to be put forward for an award. Staff are not eligible. 
Who can nominate for the awards?
Anybody can nominate somebody – not just CCT staff, and volunteers can also nominate themselves or their own group. 
How do I nominate someone?
There is a nomination form available here: https://forms.office.com/e/tTF20Qi6xg and this will be open until early April. Please if all volunteer facing staff could nominate at least three people/groups, and focus on a few different categories. It would be good to have new people nominated. If comms and fundraising could also nominate – and please inform the LCO or site staff. It can’t hurt to nominate people twice, but it’s good to keep people informed. 
Remember, the judges will not necessarily know the people you nominate, so please expand why they should deserve to win. A single sentence rarely has seen anybody win. 

